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IME BR Fraunhofer Institut
Giessen

Completion 2021

Landscape design at the new 
Fraunhofer Institute for Molecular Bi-
ology and Applied Ecology IME-BR in 
Giessen

This design stems from the urban de-
velopment concept. Accordingly, 
in view of the area’s future develop-
ment, a generous public space is al-
ready being laid out to the east of the 
Institute. Although initially designed as 
parking, it will later be transformed into 
a tree-covered focal point and mee-
ting place for staff at the neighbouring 
institutes. With a change of material, 
this central space is designed as an 
inlay in the middle of the surrounding 
roads. The ‘square’ character is further 
underscored by planting broad-ca-
nopied trees, set out in a grid-pattern 
(‘Art for Architecture’).

The roofs of the Institute and storage 
areas will be extensively greened. 
This greening not only improves the 
site’s microclimate, but also provides 
cooling for people using roof terrace 
in summer. In addition, diverse plant 
species will visually enhance common 
areas and workspaces.

Client: Fraunhofer-Gesell-
schaft zur Förderung der ange-

wandten Forschung e. V.
Cost: 940.000 €
Area: 21.000 sqm
Service Phases: Lph 2 - 8
Duration: 2015 - 2021
In collaboration with: Hein-
le, Wischer und Partner Freie 
Architekten, Stuttgart

Andreas Walther
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